THE INNOVATION
Integrating oral health and primary care has long been a goal for many health care organizations, including Federally Qualified Health Centers. The Ohio Association of Community Health Centers (OACHC) has recently built upon this principle through an initiative that makes blood pressure screening part of the intake process for oral health patients in member health centers-a step that makes good sense, given that many patients see a dentist more frequently than a physician.
WHO & WHERE
OACHC is a membership organization that supports Ohio's community health centers, of which 33 offered on-site dental 
LEARNING
This program has facilitated communication and collaboration between the quality improvement staff of community health centers and oral health professionals and led to the addition of dental data to quality committee reports, the creation of user groups for electronic dental records and data sharing, and the improvement of data collection in community health centers.
The sharing of unblinded data and quarterly publication of dashboard reports has generated some healthy competition amongst the dental teams and enhanced collaboration and networking between the community health centers.
Giving each community health center the appropriate tools and training has been critical to the success of this initiative. This a step forward in OACHC's goal to fully integrate oral health with primary care. It builds on an early childhood oral health program designed to incorporate oral health screenings, fluoride varnish applications, referrals, and caregiver oral health education and anticipatory guidance into well-child visits. Once we have all community dental centers incorporating blood pressure screenings into their daily routines, we can continue to guide them on initiatives that require the oral health and primary care teams to work together to achieve optimal total patient care.
